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Amazing Grace: The Penitent Thief on the Cross  
With nothing to offer and knowing that he was rightfully receiving the penalty for 
his sin, the penitent thief turns to Jesus and simply asks to be remembered.  
Through His amazing outpouring of grace, Jesus assures this man that he will be 
with Him in paradise. 

P  =  Pastor speaks 
C  =  Congregation responds 
T  =  Sign of the cross 

P The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  
C But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

q  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Confession & Absolution 
 

P The men crucified alongside Jesus were no innocent men.  The penalty of their sin 
was death on a cross.  While the one thief joined the crowds in mocking Jesus, the 
other admitted his sin and guilt and turned to Jesus to ask to be remembered.  
We come before God in the same way tonight: admitting our guilt and sin, ac-
knowledging the punishment we deserve and appealing to God to deal with us 
according to His amazing grace. 

Opening Hymn:   LSB 610 — Lord Jesus, Think on Me 
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Psalm 146:5-9 
 

P Blessèd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob, 
 whose hope is in the | Lord his God, 

C who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is | in them, 
 who keeps faith for- | ever; 

P who executes justice for | the oppressed, 
 who gives food to the | hungry. 

C The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes | of the blind. 
 The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
 the Lord loves the | righteous. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 

p  

P Together we confess: 
C Heavenly Father, in our foolish pride, we think that we are deserving of your 

love.  We try to hide our sin from you.  We try to shift the blame for the ways 
we have sinned against you.  But we can’t hide it and we can’t deny it.  We 
are dead in our trespasses.  Remember your promise to have mercy on those 
who call on you.  Forgive us our sins for the sake of Jesus, who died so that 
we might live. 

 
P Jesus’ response to the thief on the cross is the same as His response to us: I will 

remember you.  He remembers you in every blessing and promise of grace and 
mercy.  In His remembrance of you, I announce the grace of God to you; and in 
the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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q  

C as it was in the be- | ginning, 
  is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
P The Lord watches over the sojourners; he upholds the widow and the | fatherless, 

 but the way of the wicked he brings to | ruin.  
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray together: 
C Heavenly Father, we see your incredible mercy on display when Jesus prom-

ises the thief on the cross that he will be with Him in paradise.  May others 
see that same mercy and be drawn to you as they see us living as those who 
you have redeemed, forgiven, and set free from sin.  Amen. 

Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 61:1–4  
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
 

Epistle Reading:  1 Corinthians 15:50–58   
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  

p  

Gospel Reading:  Luke 23:39-43  
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord.  
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q  

After the reading: 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Apostle’s Creed 
 

P Together we confess: 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  The third day He rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven 
  and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy Christian Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Sermon Hymn:   LSB 532 — The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thorns  
to the tune of Amazing Grace 

Sermon 
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q  

Prayers of the Church 
 

(after each petition) 
 

P Lord in your mercy. 
C Hear our prayer.  
 

(at the conclusion) 
 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your  
mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen.  

Service of the Sacrament 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  

As we prepare the Lord’s Table for Communion, please fill out one of 
the blue contact cards in the pew rack or you can fill one out online 
by scanning the QR code to the right. 
 

If you have an offering, you may place that in one of the offering baskets in the 
narthex (entry area) after the service.  We also have the following giving options: 
 

Text “Ascension” to 45777 

Give online at ascensioneastlansing.org/give 

p  

q  
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P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 
C Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
      All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
      God in three persons, blessèd Trinity! 

 
The Words of Institution 
 
Proclamation of Christ & Lord’s Prayer 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death  
until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to 

eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and pas-
sion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, 
Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remem-
ber us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen.  
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

q  
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p  

When you come to the altar, you may kneel if you are able, otherwise standing is 
perfectly fine.  If you are receiving the Sacrament, please hold your hands out.  If 
you receiving a blessing, please keep your hands at your side. 

See page 329 in the LSB to help you prepare you to receive Communion. 

Closing Hymn:   LSB 389 — Let All Together Praise Our God  

P The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 
you steadfast in the one true faith to life everlasting.  Your sins are forgiven! 

C Amen.  
 
P Let us pray together: 
C We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love to-
ward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

 
Benediction 
 

P Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.  
C Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise. 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace  
C Amen.  


